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- SUMMARY OF

Nowmandy. With the contingent fron
the Rue de lu Galte in the Montparn

on the road to Herlin,  As they near
lages, the distant rumble of cannon
Buddenly they find themselves in

muffering pitifully, They pass throug
fallen. Bhells begin to fall among the
by Garman fire. Their commander, Cn
Gaspard bears his dying pal. iturette, «
the fee, Gaapard's first battle i« over,
Then come days of inisery and =
roldiars, Including Gaspard, are slowly
1ine. Gaspard i¢ ansigned to u hosplial
For Bim 1t 1s & new world.  Tn the doge
ploture of the devotion of the wo

where he forms a quecr friendship wit
barracks palls on him.  He arranges te

the mother of his son and thus le
(OCopyright in America by B
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PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

The mobilisation call of August, 1914, comes to the little town of A-—-, IN

and a face that would make u fish laugh.”
The regiment entraing for the front

the devastating effects of war; peasants in flight, the smoke of burning vil-
Misgivings beset them.

meet a crowd of wounded soldiers returning from the front, cxhausted,

Recovering from his wouved, Caspard 18 sent to the

days leave of abrence, which he spends In Paris

tana’'s,

-

1 Purle comes Gaspard, snall dealer In
asse gquarter, “with a nose lika & hook
He is the life of the regiment.
The moen belleve themselves straight
the front they have thelr first hint of

the midst of war with all its terrors,

h oa field Mlled with the graves of tha
m.  They start to cross terrltory swept
pt. Pucha, j= Killed,  Himself wounded
Wt the Aeld  Without having cven seen

uffering while a traintoad of wounded
tuken to hospitals far from the fghting
In a Btle town In the south of Franee,
wiption of the nurses there Is n striking
of France,

barriacks at A -
h n seholar, I'rof. Mousse. Life In the
vretiien te the front and secures three
There he decldes to marrs
the boy's poaltion,

To be published in book form )

(Copyright in America by Rrentano’s. To be published in dook form.)

r VI.—Continued. 'ﬂlﬂop. 'Il'lut'- ment who had lwesn with
" stories of | 1im =add that he had crled simost all
Mo told them wonderful . um.."'“"' and had kept on sayving:

the exploits of the bhig French g
and as he practically never stopped
talking his thirst was everlasting, and

they stopped for a drink with almost,

every acquaintance they met, He was
in fine spirits when his mother, his wife |
aud his boy went to see him off at the |
Montparnusse station. The ratlroad
employes, after examining the =oldier’s
leave, waid: |

“You're late . . . you're going to
get Into trouble.” I

“Did 1 ask you for any information?
Mind your own damned business:”

His wife, however, had overheard
the employee's remark. She becamwe
anxioue. Gaspard reagsured her.

"Didn't [ tell you thut 1 met a Gen-
eral? . . Why, this leave is just
like an excursion ticket: it can be ex-
tended for any number of daya.” |

The women accompanied him through |
the gate and onto the platform, where
the train was waiting. His mother
took him in her arme and hoidng him!
close to her said in a trembling volee:
“Good-by, my bLig bLoy . . gonnd -
by, my boy" . The old woman |
did not go up to the train. for a spe-,
cial ticket costing tWo s0u8 Was Te- |
quired, and it had  been  decided
that she would wa't with the boy wille |
only his wife =aw him safely in the
train.  Ile gave her a long, tender Kisg
and looked st her with all the pride of
& mewly marcied man.,  He was deeply |
moved Dimself, hut seeing ber worrled |
look, he forced himselfl w smile and
sald simply: :

“DPon't worry, Bihiche |, |
thing will 1w all right”

When he reached the barracks fifty-
Jtlwee hours later than the scheduled
vme the corporal exclaimed.

“Well. my frierd, there s something
in more for yvou'!"”

Gaspard assumed
alr:

“Have T ashied o
Mind your own Lusness and
wo familiar. Who vou
are?”

The Adjutant came hurryving along. |
For two nighte he had hardly heen
able to sleep for the thought of what

!
every.

his digmified

most

queEtion

un: 4%
hrw.
venf

aon

dn think

he was going to say (o the missi L3
mian. i

*Well, s coming rour way, all|
right, and vou'r: on active service,
wo! Court-muart and  hard

whor,
that's what »ou'll 20t I
Gaspard wis st very dignited,

TN explain to toe ollloers” \

The Lieutinart soon arrived

“Ah! ah! 8o here (s the deserter |
e o+« Well, wliat have you got to

say for yours.if!"’
Gaspard replied with
nified air:
“I want to speak toa the Captain.”
The Captan 1

the

|
the same -ir.:-l
|
!
IHG

e oout @t

front. He was w14 A friemd
of Puche Ior these r s L)
had no feur of v He st lie gs
syrance, Lowevsr, when he saw tle
vilicer, wWho zuve m o« | SOV
ok,

‘Captain’ voostaminered O]
the fault of the Mairie, | explaned
to them all alwui. my leave, bt they
wouldn't histen to me and told me it
was the only wav | could siraizghten!
out my little hoy's poasition ., L1
couldn't zo swar with that shought n
my hew! | I waaldn't 10
have them sav that if | should i

killed at 1le o

1 Now my
boa’'s nanmn H

s Giaapard. anag if the (

Mans Lezin It over GEain tweniy
nom now, we'l, e W ready, '

“The rak there il It mus: Lie |
followed.” said ihe Capiain, I will

have to have vy

urrested.”

“Captain,” replied Gaspard, ©1 waghd
like to retuin to the front at once to |
fight the Germane *

"At once!" mald the Captain, “Weal!

sou Enow, the trains are mot ronning

“There is no fustice any more'  It's
a fine conntry to be working for! They
throw you In jall Just hecayse Ao
want to glve your kids a pame and a
chanee In lfe”

Gaspard's  despair  impressed  the
Captain, who said to Lim:
“Ginspurd, vou wen't have to serve

yvour eight dave sentence,

There s a |

|
|
]
i
|
|
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| have (o know your profession, for with |
4 face like that It's a surc thing that  smiling

and I'm
Mon-

“You see, 1'mn going

amd oy

AWAY
pal,

you have never done a real day's | sleur Mousse, who is a real pal. you

work.' "

“You told him that?"

“You bet 1 did:"™

“And you seem te be proud of it too! |
Go on back to the prison, and quick!"”

“"But how about equipping the re-
crufte?”

“You heard what
prison yvou go."

While talking to the Captain ha had
recovered his good spirits, but he be-
came deeply depreased as moon as he
He came ont of
the prison. however, after twenty-four
Lours instead of forty-ecight, as it had
to advance the hour of

was locked up agaln,

heen declded
departure of the volunteera,
The Captain called him,

“You are going to start right away.

Are vou glad?"
“Iight away! . . .

1 m=aid.

Really! . , .

Are you coming with ug, Captain?”

The Captaln understood and appreci-
his sentiment and shook hunds

ated
with him warmly.

“Come and see me when yvou get all

your equipment ready.” ha said.

Ga=pard was overcome with joy and
forgot all about the prison.

hardly left the office of the Captain

when a note arrived from

the Major,

together with & report from the In-

ternal revenue officials, complaining
that the soidier Gaspard had been
fornnd carrying a bottle of wicohol

under his tunie and that
msulting to the inspectors
him about  jr.

LD

he lhad been

whe spole

Back to

e had

 mee, hie's smiling too . 1t's Just
like A show: You take the tickets amd
you start all over again right away.”

They were only twenty when they
left the Larracks this time: It was
ne longer the (imposing departure of A
reglinent, but merely a small Peens
forcement for a company at the front,
P HBut wieh Gaspard among the name-
| ber pven so small o group assned
an air of importance.

e was in the irst rank, marching
twside ke pal, amd ones again e was
g ter battle with a il s lips
humining g merey tune, Monsse,
At know fust e feel,
N o alongs ot fricodd won-
dering thic Tittls insigniticant
frtow i & dponld sndee oy assnme soomieh
Pimportance to hine and he feared that

gooly

o
Wwie ey
s

I Wdes tiey e ol (o see it augsin
| At the rallrod station an officer
lwns waiting  tor them,  Gaspasd's
Jovial wir appesded to b, and he

“Ah, here o (he voinuteer<’  You
are hrave men. and true Frenehmen
crery one of von”’

This pleased Gaspoord imne nsely

“We are all coanl pale” he salid
‘And we're goihig to wo ont oand wer
the boches If we licve to gnt Killedd o
the last me

"Vive In France!” shonted the offis

eer, and the
n long and
The ofticer

waor | 1"

men repeated this
powerful ¢heer
waotched them ol

comparine ats
Tie taking oY

wWords in

nto

Pl

By Rene

“Well, T should worey,” sald Gaspard, '

“Maybe you will worry

. e

no one comea buck from it.”
“Well, why tell it to me?" exclatmed
Gaspard.  “Put it to musle and sing
it

“Form

fring

Inter
This & Dead Man's Wood, and

“That will do.” said the rergeant,

fours and

forward march!”

The wind biew the rain into the sol-
diery’ eves and In the distamce heavy

could be heard,

Mousgp

hal

nothing to say; he felt a chiil in his

heurt,

The litte  group

of

men

marched along through a small wood
covered with fog and their steps could

lardly e heard, =0 thick were the
dead leaves undee thair fect, |

Huddenly they turned into s main
road where a battery  of artillery
cmerged unespectediv from the mist,
with horses, cannon and  gun car-
riinges, The  herses  were  wadlng

through pools of il and water was

dripping from
Were

the
endeavoring

wheels,
to protect

their

The men

monnts us mnch as possthie with their

colls,
But

twenty
o ased
horsas’
had covered Gaspard and !
from head 1o font withi st
mad

which were covered
they  looked nothing
infantryvimen after
them on the road,
haafa and the hesve

fr

s

They

cailedd

with
likn
they

mud
T

W

had
the

wherls

artilierymen, who went on without re-

plving. ridings
they
aragging
Bun
little bt contempt
went

their horses e
1o their
thiedn

Thea

were ghipeal
bslipnidd

L]

the
nrr seeined

to war with simm !

s

tlentie for

The taenty volunteers

aivont

marche
tiftean ininnies

thongn
saddies wnel
sipurak ing
to
tar these men who
rifles in their

huv

|

every threa minutes, " o trolloes g i : i i
b g g sl l_”": "Ir'n--:.ﬁ i Gaspard tried to stand up, but fell back with a cry of pain.
l"'ngz.:’:‘::r'#:";!::‘.'l‘l“"l'; ":":'I'“U::i.‘i ‘r-..- o 'c:i}'..f|'~‘|?y.l.:;'n:'\ h-.‘u'.unlnlr-,rlﬂ lo‘ .ﬂlur: Lunl:rt,l‘ :'I‘x;.¢ l\n.-l ln‘n .mmh for lihr_\ ‘1.';11.-‘ w: }‘.-\'_It Giampard dropn d a jl.uil!_—!:lu-n‘ reached s mass of r‘uinn which
eake of the kid." by, L AOUEN,. 410 ¥Rl el hn, who hardly knew whether to} graph an the Moo ; PRI bore the name of & village,  Only
“Tes, DUt yours is not the onls e ;.u..“' ) y . l.nuzh‘nr T Zrow nnar‘,\ again, 1L l _\-mtn: losing your wife and your i few wWalls were standinzg: maost of
. lfh--n i 1eQ h: il _ ) want to 2w exclaimed Gass | took the report and \rr.u.r' n-.t‘:u' NCTOES | l.||_.< s Monsso gujetiy the honses had boeen redueed (o stons
& ;";,],::.::r AT e 1_: "':I about { rd., Pic In large detters, “This soldier has | Thess words moressed Gaspard, who | Loaps from which heve and there s
port. What did vou i Ceive ..- re- Well, then, for the next two days | left for the front Then he r.n.l!'dl‘r e it wonld eunerge, seeming!y cal-
A o i O U ol Your wav  vou ecan help us out in the store- | out to his assistant: “UI'm losing  them. ves bt ling ot for help. Bat oo more help
hu.r.nf-. i \::|.x nsu ot 'r- Fendarme ™ Liouse, where we are equipping the new “Get that lunatic off right away | 1 qet them back all right wits  needed there 1y thing  wis
: lmu:.t him®" sald Gaspard Ol recruits.” and don't Keep him here another se SIP var dantt® sald o f1 sol. death and desolation Not g living
‘I_"’ Har: Vil well you. Captain, just!  Guspard wis delighted, But suddenty rond. Why, he would wind up before ! gire,  viere v el Darm eoul Was to he seen It scemed
what happened }"" sec, 1 was walks the Adjutant appearcd on the scene, | o court-martia. ' Gt voing that told the oiicer SGowever, us if some of the stone heaps
ing along.  All of a sudden | turned He Deld the report in ks hand and an “Iotold you s sald the  NdJusthat von o were willing 1o get vourelt were moving and black shudows conlil
eround and saw this man coming along flime could be seen in hix eyve. (ant, kil ol ' ) e adiserrned around them
Lehind me. _”f- seemed 1o be B Pl tronble this thne was # complaint “I don't want to see him again i Gaspaed louked np Kkiv and ol ‘Wit s “wome one asked
t'lut('h up “lﬂ_' me, Bn 1 kept on ZoInE : naninet tiuspard from the police de- | any circumstagees, Tell him to clear  fop 0 omoment worrisd ot e thoneht UEoldices” Gaspard repiied
right ahead fasior and {uste partment in Paris, | out.” g S ¥ Gy, SWhat e they dolng there™ askod
“T sald to myself that If he thougzht The (° ] f | iy i ar ‘ f e ety ke e A
: ’ ! A e Captain turned red with anger. When Gaspard was informed of the yoqgpiotic outhur He  telt that  he o Motisse
lic had komething o me I wou d make “What! in Puris ton! It‘;l[ntu:n':« decigsion e wos very muel | o fed SOMe advice from Mousse, who “They  are encamped  ther sk
him run for it. He finally caught up’ g vou tight with a policeman t00? | worrled, He was all ready to Start | know  more aboot such things, but | 1he sergeant. CAnd that's juet what
“'“h :1':"1 but was almost ""f-""-“'"", “Clee! Captain, that's a shame « o {With haversack on his back, canvas ' Mousse had nothing to sav }.';,”....,-' we'lre going to Jo”
:,::rm:m:l:i'r:::;] :‘:,m“i.}:t "'_-‘;N:_‘"r | Just  listen .1 tell you “ulhm: hanging from his shoulder and| however, to reconeile his contradictory He halted the men in front of the
3 £l i, auas 1iabour it Well, | ojust reached {rifle in hand.  Although he had de-| g oqrements, bo sl phitosophically ; remdinsg of o stone wall with o
e 18 . h“""f Then "'....h‘l..'l' “lf' the Montparnasse vallromd station with | veloped almost o fecling of contempt | c\Woll, vou see, (e Captaln b= o good  =diry window which no lenger had
m'd:f;u lmlfn a 1-”'!"1“\'. l’f-'lmi--_'lm_‘ motlier, my kid snd Hiblehe for Moreau, he went up to him oand | gt ‘.,,,"i'“,,_ a il ._',,m," iR He #anvthimg o protect,  They advaneed
"l;:w. u'ui:.n":l ~.:|r;1 ;‘u‘ like that o Bibdelie, von know, s my wife L | mad: Wi pretty gecent with s Atz e wall and suddenly came to
told ma that 1 b e MBI el the gate ©otarned saronnd to ] Cldsten here, pal The Cap-|and helieve me, (at's G st of crafr @ ece inthe gronnd from which the
.o m. .h' e T _|“ o '“. o el give the place a last ook when this 0 s angey. T know why, Uil ads e j{kes 1o hear s why net tele of a0 Dubder emerged
OR faay r“.l:l i u.'-l\.v--] me If | WHBA T Dpsius buttoned fool mit it 1 have dome a lot of fool | gice 10 1o him?" BT Mie o i ene by one, ad wateh
| l““'"'. I told him, U eourse I'm ST have always told you to use more | things, damn fool things, but i ' vour siep,"
s leave, . and thon he wanted dfast AREa L ¢ i1 don't like to Ko away like this, Le- | Wit Jooks as If Wwe wore zoling (down
!u..':" ";"'.}..“-.pmh lun:'I lh:'l; 1 s “Well, this Whatever you cull i"hum‘ vou know v+ he's a goud Vi Vo hell sald Mousse,
'ou. (1.." -i:l-:‘tlu :ll]o;lkp]-:'r .*‘I'--“’"- f .”P.“lllll. wallis up to me and says: ‘Come | S0P o o1 bet he wasn't afraid | After twenty Lonrs of weary travel- | The sergeant veplied
¥ Ty ¢ .' o fun, out o _'“ in or gu out hut don't stund there.' | f the  haches, Su  this s ling with practically o seep beyond | "We are golng 1o reenforee the
Just “3." Bame as you did to the gen- vl I suppose | Was Wrong what T wunted to tell you: 1 wanted  an occasional nop Gaspard and hisg| Tenth company.”
darme? T.h' point s, did you tel| m""w -.;hn: I probalny v...-. “I’ﬂl:l huthf to go to him just hefore starting for | comrades disembarked from the 1,-,.,,..1 An obfectionable odor greeted the
that you ‘I\U:nllll rather be a hoche than " CHAARE S F R T, _"' ; the front and give him . nst| i a grav. cold and fogry coun‘ry  men as they entered the cellar where
& gendarme?" ust suid to him: *You'll just keep your K !

"Captain ,
“Ne . . .
all, you will g0

wil! see.”

Thin was el
had time to shala
who had returned to the barrsels
good time and had boeen greath wors
ried over Gaspard's absence, Gasparid
spent the night in the prison and the
next morning when he came out he
looked as if he hadn't had & minute's

let me exp
that will do.  First
o prison and then w

nf

and Claspard Lardly

) | Whey,

Vands with Mousse,

hagh talli till the war s over,
going o try

Are you

Coptain, his face tarned just as

redl g omy cap, and then he asked me

to give arders to a poilu®? |

tor my name, my number gnd the age
ol my  muother I thought it
was pretry decent of him to take sa
much interest in mys=e!f and my fam- |

iy, and then, as n sort ol parting sa-
lute 1 just simply snid: ‘1 don't have
to ask you for vour name hecause 1
know it must be damn fool; nor do 1

as @ souvenir of Gaspard

snalls whiech 1 brought from  Lome,
from 1arls here they are

“You tuke them and give
them ta him Just osav: ‘Don't e
angrsy, Captaim This I8 u souavenir
ol the wedding of Gaspard, wiho wants
to thank you (o sending him ot
(MY thi and  then

write me & letter and tell me how
if he wmiled

he took it and
I'd be real pleased if 1
could meke him smile.

some

thought it

where o thin rain was falling

O 1he

ml covered  plaiform of the  litle
rallromd station o hilg stongt territorin
wWha was an goard ingalred whot hep
they were new pecralr
Tl whint abont 0" il pard

“l:"i"”"‘ oson (I NI Heweaniers v
voold have done b to Sty wlhien
Pyon were,

“You o poor fool!" saild  Gaspard, |

“Where do you come fraom?”
“All right" said the other.
find out for yourself.”

shidows conld bhe seen seated or Ivinsg

nlong

wiills
e called out:
“Noew  recralt

the
=

(AL

Glaepnrd dhid not eare mach ¢
. il he endled vt
thede s
“Is there any vt here from tl
'l Galdte?”
“Hore yonoare,” some one rej

ol th
nevs i -

(L H

Ve,

A big tall goldier stepped our from

“You'l| the shadow,

They shuok hands laughingly.

Gas-

comrades
k laver
ot moprocest to the

o

!
]
{

|

Benja'min‘---A Soldier of France

pard (ried to get & good look at the
man who was greeting him mo ge-
nially and said with a suspicious alr:

“Do you ecome from the Rue d'la
Galte?"

The other, who did not seem to have
a tooth in his mouth, replied, hin Jaws
Wide apart:

"No mistake about it.
right close to the canal."”

“The canal?"

“Yes, right beslde it

Ciaspard lald his hand on the other
man‘s shoulder.

“What {s this?

“No, I tell you,

My home I8

A Joke?"
My homa js in

'f t rosman
bt Why, you fool, ia that what
vor enll the Rue &'l Gaite? |, . .

Don’t you know there is oniy one in
the worid? What a fool! And to

thimk that's whiat they permlit to vote!
Mousse had found a stack of hayv

on feh he sonted himself and Gas-
pard  stretehed himeelf  out  along-
lde of his pal,

“This place is pretty damp,” said
Claspnrd,
A voles replied:
“"Poesibly vour Honor would like a
wther bed.”
“Daon't worry,” said another, “VouM |
soion get sometlilng better than that”
"Well, it veu'rs hanging sreund to |
o me worry vou'll have a long wait,”

e

tepdied Cagpard.,

Flires men wore plaving earde in a
corper and their volees cgllinge ont
t i whids were all tumt was Licard

o vext fow manutes, When they
stogeded talking wiater ool be heard

vl k) througo tie
Margss folt ehill
| e said quictiy

ar

U

I

“

This thing wil! kil us” 1
Poor mother! I you could only |
sorovotr son noa, o sakd Gaspard jok-
ingly. I

SR the wayt hie added, “whes, are |
we goitig 1o eat )"’

Thi tootiiess soldier was quick '
t) ippdy the information that the
vtlar il already had their meal
aspatl again lost "his temper,

Nou poor {ool! Who asked  yon
albout yourself? Al I have had to vat!
< a0 oenit, Do vou think that's
o for 4 oman on a day ke this=?
o willingg to helong to the (overn-
tent, bt they'l! have to feed me or|
thepe'l some noise,  You can bet

e Cabinet Ministars have more |
it than they want and are m-tn'.;:i

] il

e vou o want a puece af my clioon-
late " sald Monsse, stil] talking in the
sume et and unexcited way,

fabout?”

' the disenssion,

, away,

| wan

| ment, desply shocked hy the violence

abuve and |
POYga s

"0 on,” said|ever, offared sufficient siclter to enable
:heua::‘r:neaﬂ{t.‘elm‘;m’rn one | the men to step out into the fresh air.
of those slackers who ave teo proud to| They Tmd hardly had time to get out
fight” ®efors they passed a company of men

‘TWhat!” aehouted Gaspard. “Just|comiug from the trenches who pre-
repent that . . . becmuse, you know. | sented a pitiful sight. They weras
vour rank dosen't bother me . . .| gray with mud and dirt and seamed to
jual repeat 101" be awukening nafter soms horrilia

“Well, then, what are you kicking | nightmure. They, too. carried spades,
and the other purts of thalr equipment

“I am not kicking. All 1 want is|wera caked with mud. They came
something to eat” froon w fNeld whera a long row of

“1 haven't got anything to give youlcroun-, could be sean, each one sur-
to eat. Would you ke to chew my mrl-d by a red kepl. The appear-
shioulder strapm?” LY of the men was =o traxic that one

“Gon on! Iron't try to imitate the!could almast have lelleved that they
Adjutent, were the dead men who lind just been

“What did vep smy? . . . Just|relleved and had riten from their
he cuareful, friend, hecauss you know ' graves.

I don't give a damn if you are &' Gaspard was decply moved and couldl
Pariglan. . . . ™  not refrein from uttering an exclami -
A tremendoua explosion interrupted | tion of surprise mingled with terror.

} Moussa was too muoh out of hreath

It was what the French troops!to may a word
call & “marmits” and the Knglish a' The soft, muddy ground suddenly
“Jack Joanson.” an enormous Ger- opened up into a large pool filled with

vollowish water,

“IMN your water hoittles,” opdered the
sergeant.

“What?' queried aspard

The other solilers were fFreat!v
amused at (GGaspard's surprise. A tall
hearded chap standing clogs to him
sald:

man #hell exploding only a few vards
Gaspard was almoast pleased
to lear evidence of real warfars once
agaln at closs ranze, but Mousse, who
climbing up the Iadder at the
time, remsined motionless for a mo-

of the axplosjon,

Up above, however, the men were “Terhiaps the Baron is used to drink -
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